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Bur7on PASCAL, IN SEARCH OF 

THE MEMOIRS OF HIS ANCESTORS, 

SAILED FROM AMERICA FOR 

CHARLONS, A WILD HIGHLAND 

NORTHERN FRANCE, STEEPED /N 

FOLKLORE AND ST/LL ALIVE WITH 
Ee CRAFT AND 


=~ RRROWR! TEAR 
HIS EYES OUT! HE 
CANNOT ESCAPE! YEOWWRR, THE 
TODAY HE SHALL 4 AWFUL FLAME! 
JOIN OUR I CANNOT GET 
(. ANCIENT FA close To HiM! 
CULT! 


ee Soa 


‘SO THE CHATNOIR 
LEGENP /S TRUE, I 
SHOULD HAVE HEEDED 
ALL THE WARNINGS! 

NOW I FIGHT ALONE 
AGAINST THESE 
EVIL CATS! 


BURTON ALIGHTED FROM THE CHATNOIR ¥ REALLY, HE TOOK OFF AS IF I 
| HAVREG-CHARLONS TRAIN... M'SIEU YOU ARE WERE A LEPER! WHY 
men JOKING ! ONLY THE SHOULD THE MENTION 
i DEVIL HIMSELF OF CHATNOIR CALISE 
WOULD LOOK SUCH A PANIC ? 
FOR THEM! 


WHERE WOULD 
I FIND THE 
CHATNOIRS # 


AFTER SEVERAL MORE ATTEMPTS, BURTON'S QUESTIONS 
DREW AN ANSWER... 
L— 2 
CHARLONS MUST BE 
FULL OF SUPERSTITIOUS 
\ PEOPLE! WHY DO THEY THERE ARE OLD 
FREEZE AT THE LEGENDS CONNECTED 
MENTION OF WITH THE NAME, TALES 
CHATNOIR 7 OF WITCHCRAFT AND 
WILD ORGIES WHICH 
HAVE NOT DIED OUT / 
M'SIEU, TAKE THE 
TRAIN AND GO. 
BACK TO HAVRE! 


SACRE! ITISA 

NAME ACCURSED! 

ABOUT THE CHATNOIRS I CANNOT HELP! 
THAT PROVOKES 


eran ay 
You ARE STUBBORN! BURTON FOLLOWED THE WINDING | oe SENSE GOING ANY 
NOBODY KNOWS IF ANY ROAD INTO THE DESERTED { FURTHER! HEY, I'VE GOT 
CHATNOIRS ARE ALIVE COUNTRYSIDE ... COMPANY THAT'S THE 
TODAY, BUT TEN MILES BIGGEST CAT I'VE g 
TO THE SOUTH THEY 

USED TO OWN LAND, 

IT 1S SAID! NOT A SOUL FOR MILES 

AROUND AND IT'S 
BEGINNING TO 
GET DARK / 


. 


I MIGHT AS 
WELL START 
WALKING SINCE 
NOBODY WOULD 
DRIVE ME 
THERE/ 


TILL BE JIGGERED! THE 
ANIMALS TRYING TO GET 
ME TO FOLLOW IT/ 
LEAD ON TABBY / 


OLDTIME INN AND THE 
LIGHTS MEAN THERE'S 
SOMEONE AT HOME / 


‘50 T'VE FOUND THEM! LES 
CHATNOIRS! THAT'S FRENCH 
FOR THE BLACK CATS/ NOW 
I CAN UNDERSTAND THAT 
BLACK CAT... WHERE DID 
THE BEAST Go ? IT'S 


DISAPPEARED)! _ 


= 
‘AH, THE CAT? 
YES, YES, THE 
CAT... SHE HAS 
GONE TO THE 

BARN, BUT 

TELL ME WHAT 

[ BROUGHT YOU 
TO CHARLONS 2, 


Tam A 
RELATIVE FROM 
AMERICA, MY 
MOTHER WAS 
A CHATNOIR! / 
BEFORE SHE 
DIED, SHE 
TOLD ME 
THAT HER 
ANCESTORS 
LIVE NEAR 
CHARLONS/ 


MEMOIRS... 


BRRR, THE PLACE IS LIKE AN 
ICEBOX... AS IF IT HADN'T BEEN 
HEATED FOR CENTURIES! NOW 
WHAT'S THAT 7 COME IN / 


me | 


WELCOME TO THE INN OF 
THE CHATNOIRS, STRANGER! 
WE 00 NOT HAVE VISITORS 

OFTEN/ HOW DID YOU STUMBLE 


| WHEN BURTON HAD EXPLAINED H/S 
) SBARCH FOR THE CHATNOIR 


/ THE MEMOIRS MUST BE 

SOMEWHERE IN THE INN/ 

THERE WILL BE TIME TO 

SEARCH TOMORROW! Now, 
LET My DAUGHTER 

AMALIE SHOW YOU. 

TO YOUR ROOM # 


THE BLACK CAT 
BROUGHT ME HERE/ 
IT SEEMS TO HAVE 


INTO OUR HOUSE 7 VANISHED! 


/ AMALIE, 
/ WHY DO THE WE KEEP TO 
/ TOWNSPEOPLE \ OURSELVES, 
FEAR THE NAME SO THEY 
CHATNOIR DISLIKE US! 
SO MUCH 7 


“THE FIRE / THE FIRE! 


GET IT OUT-- QUICKLY! ea 

WE CANNOT STAND... L-I yy. 

MEAN, THE CHIMNEY IS 
BROKEN! IT 15, = oe, 
DANGEROUS! )— 


AFTER THE FIRE WAS PUT OU’ 
INTO A TROUBLED SLEEP... 


CAN'T UNDERSTAND... 
CHATNOIRE 
TER, 1ED BY 
FIRE... GETTING 
HARD FOR / . 
TO BREATHE... 
SOMETHING 
PRESSING ON 
MY CHEST... 


I'VE NEVER SEEN A CAT 
YE-ECH! IT'S AFTER ‘ ATTACK LIKE THIS! 
MY THROAT! 


| Bur AS BURTON LOOKED 
DOWN INTO THE COURTYARD 
OF THE INN... -— 
THE CAT'S GONE! NOW FELL ON THE 
WHAT'S THE OLD WOMAN f STAIRS, COUSIN! 
‘; DOING OUT AT THIS /] To YOUR BUT WE ARE 
HOUR ? SHE LOOKS MOTHER, VERY ANGRY THAT 


\\ STARK RAVING MAD! AMALIE ? YOu BEAT OUR 
AT ! 


7“ SHES 


—~ e —— 
SF yYouare q AMALIE, L / LET ME GO, YOU 
ATTACKED |S7 MISTAKEN! SHE \ / CAME HERE ( FOOL! You ARE 
Me! I MEANT NO LOOKING FOR OF 
HAD TO HARM! COME, THE CHATNOIR'S a YET! - 


DEFEND ) HELP ME LooK MEMOIRS, BUT. , 
( myseLe! FoR HER! 4 LOOKING AT yOu 
SS ae pace MAKES ME FEEL 


L'VE FOUND 
SOMETHING MUCH 


| 


“MRROWWRRR!~ DID £ SEE HER CHANGE INTO 
HAHA! I TOLD you A CAT OR AM I GOING 
TO LET ME GO, INSANE! AMALIE, WAIT! 


( AMALIE, WHERE DID-- UGH! THAT )\ 
CAT, IT'S AFTER MEAGAIN!/ _A\ 


UGHH, THIS THING ISN'T A CAT! 
IT'S A MONSTER FROM ANOTHER 
, WORLD! NO CAT HAS 


THIS STRENGTH! 


BURTON 1S SHOCKED AS A WEIRD TRANSFOR- 


Ano FROM BEHIND HIM... 
NO, YOU WILL BECOME 


MATION TAKES PLACE... 


.» I'M SEEING 
THINGS / AMALIE, 
YOU ARE THE 
SAME CREATURE 
AS THE CAT # 


AND THE SAME GIRL 
YOU TRIED TO MAKE 
LOVE TO! NOW YOU 
KNOW ALL! THE 
CHATNOIR LINE IS 
ACCURSED! WITCHES’ 
BLOOD COURSES 
THROUGH OUR 


ONE OF US! YOUR 
MOTHER'S LINE ESCAPED 
THE CHATNOIR CURSE, 
BUT ONCE THE WITCHES’ 
RITES ARE PERFORMED 

YOU SHALL BE A 
TRUE CHATNOIR! 


YOU CAME FROM THE 
CHATNOIR MEMOIRS! 
DO YOU THINK WE 
WILL PART WITH 
THEM AND LET THE 
WORLD KNOW WE 
STILL LIVE F 
NEVER! 


VEINS! 
~ Stee 


WAS FUTILE... paz 
AMALIE, FETCH THE 
NEATS BLOOD, WOLF'S 
PHLEGM AND MAN~ 
DRAKE ROOT! THE 
RITES MUST BEGIN 

AT ONCE! Z 


Mi 


CORNERED BY THE HELLISH TRIO, 
BURTON WAS FORCED BACK INTO 


| THE HOUSE... 
HE'S TRAPPED! HE'LL 
NEVER GET AWAY 
FROM THE HOUSE! 
AFTER HIM! 


REMEMBER, quick Via; 
THOSE SCARS WILL , 7" 
NEVER LEAVE 
YOUR FACE! 
HA HA HA! 


FOR THE MOMENT... I/M 
SAFE! NO I FORGOT! 
THE MONSTERS 
CAN CHANGE THEIR 
FORMS AT WILL / 


AND iy 


= 

I WON'T BECOME 
A BEAST OF A 
CHATNOIR £ 


COME BACK, YOU 
FOOL! YOU CAN'T 
ESCAPE THE 

CHATNOIRS! 


BURTON SUDDENLY RECALLED THE CHATNOIR'S BACK! THIS FLAME FIRE; FIRE! WE 
TERRIBLE FEAR OF FIRE ... WILL BURN YOUR MUST NOT BE 


BLACK HEARTS! 4 BURNED! 
IT'S MY ONLY HOPE! THERE'S at 


NOTHING A WITCH FEARS 
MORE THAN FLAMES! 


SPREADING A Ci URTAIN OF FLAME THROUGH 
THE HOUSE, BURTON WON HIG FREEDOM... 


/ \ AAAAMI! THE CHATNO! 

THEY'LL NEVER GET THE FLAMES } \ BURN AGAIN! 

PuT OuT! I BURNED MY MANUSCRIPT, \ 

BUT THE CURSED CHATNOIR LINE 
IS FINISHED! 


HOURS LATER BURTON WA: BUT THE WHAT DID IT'S A GOOD 
AWAKENED... ASHES ARE, YOU EXPECT, THING NO 
S = STONE M'SIEUR ? HERE, EVIL OVERTOOK 
AAAIIL, IT WAS LIKE COLD? AA\ LOOK AT THIS you! ANYTHING 
WAKING THE DEAD! you \ SS ee » PLAQUE! 4. \ CAN HAPPEN YES... AND 
LOOK ALL RIGHT! T FE ON THIS THESE 
BROUGHT THE - ee ACCURSED SCARS WILL 
GENDARMES JUST 5 r GROUND! ALWAYS 
IN CASE YOU — REMIND 
MIGHT HAVE THE INN? J Me! 
THE 
CHATNOIRS ? 


WILHEMS 

A VAMPIRE |S 

BUSHING TOWARD | 
US. oifie 


Pay. AND AGE! 
BUT... YAM“ | T'S 
REAL... RUINS 


HOHENSTAUFEN FAMILY WHICH RULEO THEIR DUKEDOM WITH _AN IRON HAND. FOR S/X HUNORED 
YEARS BEFORE THE MYSTERIOUS EXTINTION OF DUKE LUDWIG IN 1563! THEN, TO THE 
GLOOMY HOHENSTALIFEN CASTLE, /N MOOERN TIMES, CAME ROBERT TELEMAN AND H/S 
WIFE JESSICA, CO-CURATORS OF THE CHICAGO MUSEUM OF HISTORY IN SEARCH OF A 
LOST WALL TAPESTRY... —— oo me 
DUKE LUOWIG WAS A “WHEN LUQWIG REACHED MANHOOD, HE WAS CONSUMED 
DEMON AND A TYRANT! WITH HATRED AGAINST H/S FATHER... 
LET ME TELL YOU THE — 
STORY SO YOU CAN JUDGE LOOK AT ME! SHUT 
FOR YOURSELF! .. IN THE CASTLE FROM 
THE OUTSIDE WORLD 
gre BECAUSE OF MY 
CURSED MALADY! MY 
FATHER IS TO BLAME 
AND I WILL HAVE 
REVENGE ff 


5 OW THE BLACK FOREST REGION OF WESTPHALIA IS THE ANCIENT CASTLE OF THE Aes 


§ 


ie LED HIM TO PATRICIOE. 


AT LAST! MY_HATRED 
IS FULFILLED, 


|"WoT LONG AFTER, LUOWg's rae "Tn LUOWIGS MIND cA CAME, 


INTO INGANE NOTIONS... 


( MY OWN SON MUST BE is 
ACCURSED WITH THE / THIS 
HOHENSTALUFEN MALADY Ki IDS IT... 
WHICH BEFELL UPON ME!’ FOREVER! 
I CANNOT STANO To SEE 
HIM LIVE UNDER THIS 
BLACK, BROODING 

PLAGUE! 


2F HIS ONLY SON. 


GULL SEE, 


| AUNT? ERA 


YES, LUDWIG ANO A TRUE 
Enpeor ia igh Oy petuee OF YOU! SON- 
ep BLOOD-SOAKED 
INT Y YOU ARE VERMIN! 
ONS. SO SHALL L WEAVE 
YOUR HISTORY! 


“WHEN THE TAPESTRY WAS COMPLETED, LUDWIG 
| LAY ON HIS DEATH BED... 


FAITHFUL RETAINERS! THESE 
ARE MY LAST WISHES! BURY 
@ ME IN YON COFFIN IN THE » 


BODY IN THIS TAPESTRY 
SOIT NEVER SEES THE 
LIGHT OF DAY! 


A STRANGE S STORY, 
ULRICH! BUT WHA’ 
WAS HIS DISEASE? 
WHERE DOES HE 
LIE BURIEO 7 


HE 
DIED, BUT, HE'S BURIED 
POE WHERE, INOR 
NEAR THE CASTLE AND 
GOOD RIDDANCE! 


a (ors UNUSUAL...EVERY 
OPENING IS DRAPED 
SO THAT NO SUNLIGHT 
CAN ENTER! a 


I NOTICED 
THAT, TOO! 


"LUDWIG SNUFFED or THE LIFE 


Wie SEARCHERS ENTER A DARK CHAMBER. 


T'S HoRRisLe! ae ma] 
Pte Gore 
HAT LUDWI 
DIED IN THEIR ASA S 
CHAINS! 


LOOK! TORTURE INSTRUMENTS! 
AN"/RON MAIDEN”... THUMB SCREWS... 
IRON BOOTS..,WRACKS | LUDWIG'S 

PASSION FOR CRUELTY MAKES 
ULRICH'S STORY RING TRUE! 


I'LL TRY CUTTING INTO THIS 
UTSIDE AND LOOK FOR FLAGSTONE FLOOR. YEOW!, 
BURIAL VAULT! THE STONE IS SHARP! A 
r CHIP CUT INTO MY WRIST..- 
BETTER TEND TO IT! 
7% I'MLOSING A LOT OF 


ROBERT'S FRESHLY DRAWN 
BLOOD SEEPED BETWEEN THE 
FLAGSTONES... 


DON'T BE 
TOO LONG, 
ROBERT! 


AM I RESTORED TO SEE MY CASTLE 
LOOTED? MY PRECIOUS TAPESTRIES 
GONE? AND THEN THE NOBLE NAME 
OF HOHENSTAUFEN FLUNG INTO THE 
DUST? I WILL CLAIM ALIFE FOR 
EACH TAPESTRY, AND THE LAST 
TAPESTRY, MY OWN, WILL 
NEVER BE FOUND! 


WHO DARES ROUSE 


ANCIENT 
ME FROM MY GRAVE? 


STONES WERE 
HURLED ASIDE, 
} AND FROM His" 


CENTURIES-OLD 
TOMB AROSE 
LUDWIG, THE 


WHAT CAUSED 
THESE AWFUL 


| A FEW MINUTES LATER. WHEN ROBERT RETURNED... MAYBE You'RE LET'S CALLIT 


THAT'S ODD! I NEVER 

FORCED UP THAT MANY 

STONES BEFORE [ 
CUT MYSELF! 


BAW! 


RIGHT! THIS IS A DAY BESIDES 


YOU MUST HAVE ! * THERE'S ALWAYS 
ne ONE ELSE WAS HERE! TOMORROW! 
PERHAPS YOU FORGOT! BRAIN TODAY! 


BESIDES, IT'S 
GETTING TOO 
DARK TO WORK Lf 


ah 
Dat niGHT Lubwis STARTED 
HIG VENDETTA ON THE OL/TSKIRTS! 
WILHELM! 

AVAMPIRE - 


iTS 
IS RUSHING PAY_WITH YouR 
D BLooD! 4 


MY “THROAT BURNS IN ) | HAE NEXT MORNING THE TOWN 
ANTICIPATION! THE WAS AWAKENED BY.. 
ANCIENT CURSE WILL 
SOON BE SATED WHEN 
I DRINK BLO@GO’ br. 


MURDER? 

IMPOSSIBLE 
IN THIS 
TOWN! 


OTHER DAY OF FRUITLESS SEARCH /N 


SOMEONE.., OR"SOMETHING” 


HE CASTLE... 7 


STRANGLED THEM! I MUST // I’M SURE THAT 
OEATHS, DOCTOR? INVESTIGATE FURTHER TAPESTRY IS IN 
THE CASTLE, AND 
I WON'T LEAVE 
UNTIL LZ FIND IT! 


paree: 
THE COCTOR 
WANTS TO SEE 
YOU IN “TOWN RIGHT 
AWAY, HERR TELEMAN! 
HE HAS. FRIGHTFUL { 


ACH / WHAT. 


THIS ? AIEE! WILL BE PAI 


MY STOLEN TAPESTRIES 
iD FOR 


IN BLOOOs 


Bur AS STEVE GUIDED ULRICH... 


I DO NOT LIKE To 
BE IN THESE HILLS 
WHEN IT IS DARK! 
IT IS TOO NEAR 
THE CASTLE! 


AN UNSEEN SHEEPHERDER WITNESS | 
RACED INTO TOWN TO REPORT THE 


“4 
ULRICH? T 
LEFT HIM WITH 
TEVE! WHAT 
OID YOU SEE? / 


AN ARMED GROUP FOLLOWED) 
THE QUAKING SHEPHERD... 


IT WAS RIGHT HERE! 

A BLACK DEMON TORE 

THE LANTERNS OUT OF 

THEIR HANDS ! IT WAS 

SHOUTING ABOUT 

STOLEN TAPESTRIES.,. 
AND THEN... 


TWO MORE VICTIMS 

TO REVENGE THE 

HOHENSTAUFEN 
NAME ! 


AND NOW MY THIRST RISES! L 
MUST ORINK DEEP TO STILLTI 
CRAVING OF MY MALADY! 


iT 1S AS I SUSPECTED) 
NOTHING BUT A VAMPIRE | 
COULD KILL LIKE THIS AND 
BLEED HIS VICTIMS ORY! 


IN TOWN, 
THE TELEMANS 

I MUST ORDER 
YOU TO GIVE UP 
THIS SEARCH! 
YoU HAVE ROUSED 
THE 

STAUPEN 
VAMPIRES 


NIGHTHOOD WAS IN FLOWER" 


NLA. PELEGATION VISITS | | LATER, 


CAME 25, ) PLEAS! 
MILES just BE CAREFUL! 


Boperer 


To 
TAPESTRY!) 
VAMPIRE sf 


GOING TO 
STOP ME! 


(OU'RE so “Busy “PLAYING 
GOING EXPLORING ! 


YOU HAVE DISCOVERED 
MY HIDING PLACE! IT AM 
LUOWIG, THE LAST. 


NOHENSTAUFEN : 


OUTSIDE THE CASTLE... 


I BUT 
I THINK THIS: 
VAMPIRE 
BUSINESS 


is JUST. 
NONSENSE! 


LOOKS A COMPLETE 
SUIT OF ARMOR! 
I'M GOING TO TRY 


TER. i aayee THE TAPESTRY 


Ye 


IS IN THIS CHEST: I 
DON'T THINK ROBERT 
HAS BEEN IN THIS. 


wn THAT LIGHT! 
I CANNOT GO 
NEAR IT! 


eer Away. . 


H. 
SLIPPEO / IM 
FALLING * 


JESSICA'S IN 
DANGER, BRAD! 
CHECK CEISIbe: 


Jessica's 
SCREAMS 
ALERTED I'M Go! 


UPSTAIRS ! 


THE LIGHT’ DON'T 

OPEN THE DRAPE! 

YAHH-H? IAM 
UNDONE! 


LUOWIG DISAPPEARED 
WHEN I TORE OPEN THE 
ORAPE AND LET SUNLIGHT 
IN/TFOUND A PILE OF 
DUST IN THIS CHEST, 
HIS REMAINS / od 


AS ROBERT CLANGED INTO LUOWIG'S SLEEPING CHAMBER, 


MY OWN SON! IT IS WHERE'S JESSICA? 
HIS ARMOR ! FORGIVE 
ME! I KILLED YOU To 
SAVE YOU FROM THIS 
VAMPIRE AFFLICTION! 


2D/ HE'S IND FROM THE eTewer | 
S | JESSICA WAS SAFE., 


AMP IRE ! 


ORD. 
RISER x 3 WINDOW, ROB! 
LUDWIG ,THE VA 


Look! THE TAPESTRY! 
NO WONDER wi 
COULON'T NDT tte 
LUDWIG HAD IT 
BURIED WITH 

HIM! 


WeeKs LATER IN THE MEDIEVAL HALL 
F THE CHICAGO MUSELM.. 


ar LEAST 
E WILE 

Never WALK 

THE EARTH 


THAT'S WHY LUDWIG 
HIO THE TAPESTRY 
FROM THE WORLD” 


UP From THE FETID STENCH OF ROME'S ANCIENT CATACOMBS SWARMED THE HORRIBLE 
ARMY-STRANGE AND SINISTER BEYOND BELIEF, SWORN TO DESTROY HUMANITY IN 
THEIR BONE CRUNCHING JAWS, SLAVERING AFTER HUMAN BLOOD! = 


STOP, BANCO, HAHA/ YOu/LL NEVER 
: , | DON?T WANT T MEIN THE 
LOOK- HE’S HEADING TO KILL YOU! SEWER! 

FOR THE SEWER ~ 
ENTRANCE! 


HE‘S GETTING NOT YET/1 KNOW WHY DON'T NO, | WANT TO TAKE THIS 
AWAY, SIGNOR THESE SEWERS AS YOU FIRE, ONE ALIVE IF 1 CAN / 
COMMISSIONER! WELL AS HE DOES/ A SIGNOR? AFTER ALL, HE‘S 

A : ONLY A PETTY 


I'M CERTAIN HE DUCKED DOWN THIS. 
WAY, AND THIS PASSAGE LEADS, INTO THE 
OLD CATACOMBS, SO HE CAN'T GET FAR! 


UGH/ THESE SEWER DON'T BE AN 
RATS GIVE ME THE OLD WOMAN/ 
CREEPS’ LOOK AT HURRY UP/ 
THE SIZE OF THEM! 


DWEIR FLASHLIGHTS PICK OUT 
A LEERIVG GROTESQUE THING. 


—- GCAAAS 00K. ,17' a 

Suoveniy Jue TUNNEL 1S FILLED WITH) MO “4 NT AGO HE Was A MAN 
FRENZL. EANMS OF A MIAN WV 4 z 

MAIORIAL TERROR... NOW HE‘S A SKELETONS 


OP -BuT WHAT 


OF HEAVEN, SIGNOR, | THAT WAS BANCO/S GONE THs, 
7 


DID YOU HEAR VOICE / DOWN 
H ; SIGNOR®?. 


FOR THE LOVE HORRIBLE/ AND 


THAT? mm THIS WAYS 


THERE IS SOMETHING KEEP YOUR NERVE, YK THE PASSAGE- IT/S BLOCKED Now! 
1S B-BUT JUST A MOMENT AGO 


THERE WAS NO DOOR HERE’ 


EVIL IN THIS PLACE / MAN/ THERE MusT \¥ 

LET US GET OUT OF BE AN EXPLANATION JS 

HERE AT ONCE/ FOR THIS, BUT WE'D JN = si 
BETTER REPORT F[ we must Fino 

BACK TO THE \ + 4 ANOTHER WAY our 


A STATION / AT ONCE! 
~ << 


SHS 


YAAAAA AAAS 
SIGNOR, LOOK, 
THOSE THINGS! 


Vif. EF PESPERATELY SEEAING AWAY OL7, THE 
MEN WANCER PEEPER INTO THE CATACOMBS. 


PHEW,/THAT SMELL 1S 
HORRIBLE /THESE 
CAVERNS HAVE BEEN 

SEALED FOR 
CENTURIES’ 


MONSTERS- COMING 
AFTER US/THEY/LL 
TEAR US TO PIECES! 


PERHAPS THIS OLD] WORK, MAN/ 
COFFIN AND THE STACK MORE Vaau) 
BONES WILL BONES IN THE }§ 
STOP THEM! ENTRANCE! 


LOOk/ONE OF NOY y-vEs/ iT WILL 
THOSE THINGS \QQRRY GET US UNLESS 
R-REACHING WE DO SOME- 


YOU, PIETRO/ THEY WANT A 
VICTIM,SO LET IT BE You” 
. OuT You Go/ 


TWWERE 15 AMOMENT OF DREADFUL RESPITE, 
THEN THE CREATURES COME CRASHING INI 


T-THEY WANT ME 
NOW/ UGH- WHAT 
MONSTERS THEY 

ARE- FIENDS 

OUT OF 
HADES! 


AND THERE IS ONLY ONE 
THING TO DO- GIVE THEM 
AVICTIM AT ONCE! 


[SAVE ME.” DON’T LET THEM. 


eee EgyAAAnAAAA 


T-THEY’RE 
TRYING TO 
TALK To MES 

THEY WANT 
SOMETHING’ 


V £75 ALL RIGHT, You-74/VGS/ tae DOW AFTERWARD A REIGN 
Teen OF TERROR BEGINS WW ROME! 


FIERCE NLL DO WHAT YOU WANT, 
MONSTERS BUT REMEMGER THAT | S/GNOR RENZ/, COMIAU/SS/ONER 
20 INDEED yOU MUST OBEY ME OF POLICE, SEES HIS CHANCE 
1 70 MAKE A FORTUNE! 


IN RETURN? 


BARGAIN - Ns i ez ‘ THIS 1S THE NIGHT/ 
AN®@ AFTER » f THOSE BRUTES 
ALONG T/ME > ‘ SHOULD BE 
ey . a STRIKING 
Now/ 


EN Z/ 
YNCPERSTANOS 
WHAT THEY 
WANT! AT 


WATCHES A 
FIENOISHL 
PLAN OF 
WIS OWNS 


AT TWAT MOMENT: (WV THE VAULT OF THE 
BAVK OF ROME... 


W-WHAT / AN EARTHQUAKE’ No, 
SOMETHING COMING UP THROUGH 
THE FLOOR/ I'D BETTER GET 
HELP AT ONCE/ 


AND THE WEIRD CREATURES INTEL LS | LAvER, AS THE SIGNOR KEEPS A RENPEZ- 
GENT ENOUGH 70 FOLLOW SIGNOR Vous /N 7HE GLOOMY CATACOMES.. 


RENZIS ORDERS, LOOT THE VAULT 
OF MILLIONS NV GOLDS YOU HAVE DONE WELL 
YOU BRUTES, AND DON’T GARN-(ug! 
WORRY, YOU'LL BE PAID/ 
en adie 
(THEY “LL MAKE ME 
THE RICHEST MAN IN 
( THE WORLD BEFORE 
LONG, AND WHO WILL 
‘w, SUSPECT? 


COME ALONG NOW AND GET RIGHT UP THIS LADDER, 
YOUR CSHUDDER) REWARD/ NOW/IT LEADS INTO 
JUST DOWN HERE THE HE BARRACKS’ 
CATACOMBS RUN UNDER A 
REHABILITATION CENTER / 


YOU CAN HAVE THEM/ 


THIS 1S ATERRIBLE POM ABOVE COMES A SUDDEN HORRIBLE OUTCRY! 
THING I'M DOING/ BUT Zz = —— 
| MUST’ | PROMISED "SAVE SPeAPURES! 
THEM VICTIMS IN RE- g Z 
TURN FOR OBEDIENCE, & US, 

AND IF | DON'T GIVE 

THEM THESE PEOPLE, 

THEY’LL TAKE-ME/ 


|! CAN'T STAND THOSE TERRIBLE 
SOUNDS ANY LONGER/ I'VE GOT TO 
GET OUT OF HERE BEFORE 
| GO MAD/ 


ANP Now..- 


Te PASSES, ANP S/GNOR RENZ/ ACCUMULATES: 
ALL 7HE WEALTH THAT ONE MAN COULD WANT! 


| HAVE MORE MONEY THAN A DOZEN 
MEN COULD EVER SPEND, BUT IT’S 
NO GOOD UNLESS | CAN TAKE 


MORE VICTIMS’ 


AMWAMf tHERE’S ONE OF THEM Now, 
COME TO COMPLAIN BECAUSE THERE 


ARE NO MORE VICTIMS/ WELL, 
MIGHT AS WELL HAVE THE 
SHOWDOWN NOW/ 


My LOVED ONES AWAY AND 
WHAT A TENDER SCENE - My WIFE AND Fy ESCAPE THOSE FIENDS 
DAUGHTER, HAPPY AND UNSUSPECTING/ 
1F THEY ONLY KNEW HOW THOSE CREATURES 
HAUNT ME-ALWAYS WANTING » 


OF THE CATACOMBS! 


LISTEN AND TRY TO UNDERSTAND/ 
YOU MUST GO BACK TO THE CATACOMBS 
FOREVER? IT'S BECOMING TOO 
DANGEROUS’ NOW GET OUT’ 


| SAID GET OUT, YoU FOUL 
BEAST OF HADES! WE’RE 
ALL THROUGH.“OUR BAR- 
GAINIS OVER 7 
OUT’ OUT’ 


| 


BUT SIGNOR RENZ/ 1S SHOCKED FROM HIS 
WYSTERIA BY THE PATHETIC SCREANIS OF HIS 
WIFE ANP CAUGATER... 


SEgEEE! 
y 


4 RANT/ICALLY S/GNOR RENZ/ FINS A a M-MY WIFE - MY DAUGHTER/ARE THEY 
SECRET PASSAGE ANP RACES 7O THE SAFE? YOU MUST TELL ME-I'LL DO 
RENOCEZ VOUS 1N THE CATACOMBS | a NYTHING,DO YOU HEAR, 


ANYTHING / 
I'VE GOT TO BE IN TIME! & 


M-MAYBE THEY WON'T 
HARM THEM-PERHAPS 
THEY‘RE ONLY TRYING 
TO BLUFF ME?’ 


1) 1 


i wag yw 


ERS-DA- ES77T- 
GN-80R-TA 
* 


AFTER M-ME 
NOW? THEY’LL 


Ee (1 

it 

* : ah i 
MEANING: CA 


HE WAS A FOOL. 
AND A KNAVE, AND 
WAS DOOMED FROM 95 


THE START! 


| Zarer, AS TAYLOR LIES DYING, 


NO SERUM WILL WORK 
AGAINST THE BITE OF A 
TEMPLE SPIDER / THE 
POOR DEVIL IS DONE 


YOU DESPAIR TOO SOON, 
GENTLEMEN /1 THINK I 
CAN SAVE YOUR FRIEND’ 


HUH.’ WHO ARE 
YOU? WHAT MAKES 


YOU THINK 


NEVER MIND HOW 
LSHALL DO IT- 

BUT | WILL? YOUR 
FRIEND WILL BE 
COMPLETELY 

RECOVERED IN 
A DAY OR TWO! 


Sure Enoust /\ DON'T KNOW HOw 
A FEW DAYS YOU DID IT, SUTHINA, 
BUT YOU SAVED My 
LIFE’ YOU SEEMTO 
KNOW SO MUCH 
ABOUT THIS 
COUNTRY AND 
MY PROFESSION 
\'D LIKE TO GIVE 
YOU A JOB... 


ONLY IF IT MEAN 
I CAN LEAVE THIS 
PLACE FOR 

é& TIME/S 


a ~ 
4S THEY STRIKE A BARGAIN. \— 
CONDITIONS, ex?) 
1 DON'T THINIS 
WE'LL, HAVE 
ANY MONEY 
PROBLEMS, | 


WILL RETURN 
TO YOUR COUNTRY 
AND WORK WITH 
You, BUT | MUST 
MAKE CERTAIN 
CONDITIONS’ 


SUTHINA! WE 
: CAN GET, 
TOSETHER | Bur on THE PAY OF SAILING, MATT FINDS 
S7HAT SUTHINA 1S CONCERNER W/TH OTHER 
THINGS THAN MONEY... ee 
HMM, WONDER 


WHAT SHE'S 
GOT IN THOSE 


1 TAKE 
VERY GOOD 


YOU HAD BETTER, 
BAHI,OR JILL 


CARE OF FLAY You CRATES, BUT | 
your ALIVE / PROMISED THAT 
CRATES, Z — 1) WOULDN'T ASK! 


MISSY/ a 


Tue re wome 1s UNEVENTEUL...| | DHE TWO WOMEN DISLIKE 
| BACH OTHER IMMEDIATELY. - 


NOW, SUTHINA, ) HA HA/ SHE ) WANT TO TRY A NEW 
YOU MUSTN'T NEED HAVE NO THIS |S SUTHINA, MOLLY?! RESTORER ON THESE 
MIND IF MY FEAR/IAM SHE IS GOING TO HELP, ME MANUSCRIPTS / 
WIFE SEEMS A) NOT INTEREST- IN THE LAB;AND SHE/LL 
LITTLE CURT ED IN YOU IN BE STAYING HERE / YES, BUT | MUST 
AT TIMES! THAT WAY ' YZ SEE IF My'FIRST 
MATT! 4 HELLO! IF ‘ CRATES HAVE 

MATT WANTS ARRIVED! 


THERE'S A 
GOOD REASON! 


NOW, MOLLY, 
) PROMISED 
SUTHINA! 


YOU CAN'T UPSET 
MY HOUSE WITH 

THESE HORRIBLE 
CRATES! 


IINSIST THAT MY 
CRATES BE STORED 
IN MY ROOM/ 


- 
Bur SUTHINA WINS, ANB ONE) \(SUTHINA RUSHES INS YES, MINE/ITIS APET/ 
PAY NOT LONG ALTERWARES! CaM ; NEVER TOUCH IT 
LE SyExKEe! 1 FOOL / LEAVE IT ALONE! AGAIN’ UNDERSTANDS 
A HORRIBLE 
BLACK SPIDER 


IN MY HOUSE / 
MLL KILLIT’ A 


HOW DARE YOU TOUCH 
ANYTHING OF MINES 


YOU'RE INSANE! 
"LL SEE THAT 

YOU LEAVE 
THIS HOUSE 
AT ONCE! 


Y-YOURS ? THE 


OQnnerver BY THE SCENE WITH SUTHINA, Suooency./ OH- SPIDERS / 
MOLLY TAYLOR GOES TO HER ROOM 70 SULK [Stecener: MOMANY OF TEENA 
i COMING INTO MY ROOM/ AFTER 

HOW | HATE THAT WoMAN/ ME/ B- BUT WHERE COULD 
SHE MUST GET OUT AT, ONCE! THEY HAVE COME FROM? 
’ if TH 'S / a : 

SOMETHING STRANGE fEEEEE EEK KK 
ABOUT HER... > 


AFTER THE TERRIBLE SCREAMS FADE AWAY, 
THE DOOR SOFTLY OPENS, AN® THERE 1S 
SU/THINA, 

rates 


Y SO, MY PETS, YOU 
M>MORE OF THEM! HUNDREDS / HAVE HAD YOUR 
| C-CAN'T GET TO THE D-DoOOR/ MEAL/ SOON | WILL 
THEY'VE GOT ME TRAPPED! HAVE MINE’ BUT WE 
, 2 MUST NOT LET OUR 
UNSUSPECTING MATT 
FIND US LIKE THIS/ 


YOU CAN'T EAT BONES, 
MY PETS, BUT FIRE CAN./ 
NOT ATRACE OF MRS. 
TAYLOR WILL BE LEFT/ 


SO WE'LL JUST HAVE 
TO TIDY UP A BIT’ HA, 


TWar MIGHT WHEN MATT COME: THERE'S SOME- TAYLOR RAKES OUT THE 
HOME HE DETECTS A STRANGE \ | THING | DON'T LIKE FURNACE ANP GETS THE_~ 
ODOR IN THE HOUSE... ABOUT THIS SMELL! | | SHOCK OF H/S LIFE! 
/ | LKNOW/ LIKE THE —— 
NiOLLY ? SUTHINA? WHAT'S )/ BURNING GHATS BY 
GOING ON HERE... SOME - THE INDUS RIVER - 
THING BURNING IN THE SCORCHED BONES / 
FURNACE ? 


MY HEAVEN’ A 
IAN 
SKULL 
FRESHLY 
BURNED! 
BUT WHO - 
AND WHY? , 


C) MOLLY? WHERE ARE You? DID! 's> 
SHE'S NOT IN HER ROOM, GOING ON AROUND 
BUT THAT CAN'T BE HER ? : 
SKULL./ IT JUST CAN'T BE! 4 SROLL DOING IN THE 
BUT WHERE IS SHE PAND v TURNACE? WHERE'S 
WHERE IS SUTHINA? MOLLY ? 


'M GOING TO HAVEN'T DONE 
SEARCH YOUR ANYTHING TO HER, 
ROOM, SUTHINA! \ BUT BY ALL MEANS, 
YOU'RE ACTING ENTERS ee 
VERY STRANGELY/ 
IF YOU'VE. DONE 
ANYTHING TO 

MY WIFE..- 


AAAA A WEB. 7) yes, you ARE CAUGHT! 
GA” awe TRAPPED IN MY WEB, 
YOU POOR FOOL / | 
ALWAYS INTENDED 
THIS FATE FOR 
YOU/HA HA HAS 


you 
MOLLY? 


GREAT GODFREY, SUTHINIA! 
W=WHAT is THIS? WHAT ARE 
? WHY DID YOU MURDER 


1, FOOL WHO IS 


MY SUBUECTS, THOUSANDS OF }/—_ 


TEMPLE SPIDERS, WERE IN 
THOSE CRATES / THEY ATE 


YOUR WIFE, BUT 
i WILL EAT 


YOU HAVE MADE ME SAFE/ & 
My ENEMIES WILL NEVER /\ 
FIND ME IN AMERICA,’ 


SOMETIME LATER OUTSIDE 
THE SINISTER HOUSE... 


REMEMBER YOUR TRAINING ,AND 

YOu'LL_ MAKE YOUR FIRST SALE 7 

THE LITTLE MARVEL NEVER 
MISSES! = 


MLL TRY! 
| SURE WANT } 


1 baer/A 
SO... GOOD AFTER- 

NOON, MA’M/ 
MY _NAME 1S‘ELy, 
CHRIS FLY’ NOW 


|HAVE HERE... 


YOUR NAME IS 
WHAT - FLY/ Do 
COME. IN/ STEP 
RIGHT INTO 
MY House! 


HIS NAME 15 FLY0H, No/ THIS IS TOO 

GOOD/ HIS NAME 1S HAHA HO HO HEE- 

FLY’ AND HE'S COMING INTO MY 
PARLOR/ 


GEE, KIND OF 
FUNNY DAME/ 


= ~ ae Beto, FOLKS,.LET ME INTROOLICE MYSELF.,..I’M THE NAMELESS ONE! HEH! HEH! 

SS THAT'S THE ONLY MON/KER I HAVE! DRAW UP YOUR CHAIRS WHILE I TELL YO A 
CHARMING LITTLE STORY! YOU ALL LOVE SOFT, CLISHY LIVING, BUT THINGS ARE 

LWAYS WHAT THEY SEEM / JUST WHEN YOU THINK YOU HAVE THINGS GOING 

SE... BEWARE, FRIENDS, OF THE.,, 


= NOT A. 
— THE WAY YOU WANT, YOU MAY BE IN FOR A SURPRI. 


#1 
| BER MANAGED TO REACH THE GETAWAY, 
' Ong BUT AS He HANDED IN THE SATCHEL OF 
==] STOLEN MONEY, A COP'S SLUG ENDED HIS 
ZARTHLY CAREER... 


YS ARE FNISRE: It 


Te ee TOF HERE, 
T LEAST T 
OF THE 


REACHED THE HIDEOUT OF A TOUGH 
INDERWORLD CHARACTER KNOWN As 
"GASHOLSE MAME"... s 


I'M THE ONLY ONE THAT GOT AWAY 


ke MIRACULOUSLY GOT AWAY AND 
U 


HANDLE IT 


FOR YOU FOR 
THIR' { 


HOUSE I'VE SI 


ALL T OPERATE OU WIN! 
) FOR PEANUTS! 
TAKE IT,OR 
AVE IT! 


TAKES CHARGE THE 
FEL. WEL, NEVER, 
PICK Ul 
TRAIL 4 


Laon coed 


HEY! THAT'S) MAME ALL RIGHT, MY FRIEND " THE 
HALF OF _/ DOESN'T YOU ROBBER! ) 0% ce 
er 


YOUR 


THIS AREA SURE IS CREEPY, 
THE JOINT I'M HEADEO FOR 
CAN'T BE FAR AWAY/ 


HELLO, MR, RILEY! WELCOME TO 


—~-— 
THERE'S THE ONLY Three PEOPLE EMERGED WHEN 

N_IN THE FUGITIVE DREW UP BEFORE "HOOD'S HAVEN". WE HAVE BEEN 

EAGERLY EXPECTING YOU! I'M 


TWENTY MILES! THAT 


THE RAMSHACKLE STRUCTURE.., 
on YOUR HOSTESS--THE DUCHESS! 


MUST BE THE PLACE! 
“ THIS SURE IS A HOLE! HOPE 
I DON'T HAVE TO STAY 
4 HERE LONG 


THESE ARE My RETINUE,, LULU ANO HER a 
LITTLE PLAYMATE BOMBO/ THEY WILL TAKE 
CARE OF YOUR BAGS AND THECAR! COME =, 
\NSIDE AND MAKE YOURSELF 


YOU WILL STAY HERE FOR _\ DON'T MAKE IT TOO 
AWHILE UNTIL I ARRANGE | LONG, DUCHESS! A 
FOR YOU TO DISAPPEAR | THIRD-RATE FLOP-| 


COMPLETELY! MAME HAS / HOUSE WOULD BE 
SENT ME SEVERAL BETTER THAN 
CLIENTS AND I'VE THIS DUMP! 


NEVER FAILED / 
iB a 


BUT ONCE INSIDE. RILEY WAS ASTOUNDED AS 
HE GAZEO AT THE GSUMPTLUOUS INTERIOR... 


SA-AY/ THIS YOU SEE, MR. RILEY,.. YOU 
LOOKS MORE CAN'T TELL ANYTHING 
LIKE THE FROM THE OUTSIDE! WE 
WALDORF / HAVE ONLY THE FINEST OF 
3 EVERYTHING HERE ANO YOu 
WILL LIVE LIKE A KING | 


BASS 


BOMBO THEN DROVE THE CAR 
INTO THE SWAMP.,, ECAR | 


AN. pe 


HEY! your.) THAT'S ALL 


MAN'S TAKING | RIGHT! ALL 
THE TIRES _/ TRACE OF 
THE CAR 
MUST BE 
DESTROYED! 
BUT WECAN 
SELL THE 


RILEY RELAXED AS HiS HOSTESS 
SERVED COCKTAILS 


BOY! REAL HAVANA \ THEN LET ME 
MAGNIFICOS! JUST | OFFER A TOAST 
THE KINO I LIKE! TO A PLEASANT 
THIS COCKTAIL ¥. STAY! WE ALWAYS 
|G DELICIOUS !_/ ENJOY OUR COMPANY. 
E HAD A VISITOR 
UP TOA FEW 
DAYS AGO 


(AR SETTLED FAST INTO THE wiIN A FEW MINUTES IT [ULU CAME INTO ANNOUNCE... 
DY BOG, AND... . COMPLETELY DISAPPEARED! 
é THIS WAY TO THE 


anit DINING ROOAA, 
MR. Rey 


"LEY CONTINUED TO MARVEL AT THE ELEGANCE IR MEATS ARE 
WICH SURROUNDED HIM... TE RIDE, MR, RILEY / 
LU TAKES SPECIAL 

é IN THAT 
DEPARTMENT... 


TY NOTHING BUT THE Best! ASTI 


SHE'S GETTING TO 
; : LIKE ME] T COULD 
T HOPE You'Re >/ NO--INDEED!NOT. 7 50 WoRsE THAN 
NOT BECOMING “\ LIVING LIKE THIS ME UP! STAY RIGHT_HERE-- 
BORED, MR.RILEY/ 1 IN THE LAPOF 4 THA! LIVE LIKE THE 
a7 LUXURY! . LORD OF THE 
MANOR! 


LOOK, DUCHESS, YOU'RE 


AMERICA DEAL, AND YOU 
ANDO ME ArAtNG up 


RIGHT HE 


1 JUST WANT TO ASK, 
DUCHESS, IF YOU WANT 
| STEAKS OR_CHOPS 
FOR DINNER 7 


ir 


wow! You 
HAO ME 

SCARED FOR 
A MINUTE ! 


WHY, MR, RILEY, 
A PROPOSAL OF 
MARRIAGE 7 
YOU'LL HAVE To 
GIVE_ME TIME 
TO THINK IT 


ThEN,.RILEY LOOKED OVER HIS SHOULDER, 


WHERE DO YOU GET 
YOUR FRESH MEAT 
OUT IN A GODFORSAKEN 
PLACE LIKE THIS? 


ONCE IN A WHI WHEN LEFT 
ALONE, RILEY PROWLED THE 
HOUSE... 

WONDER 


WHAT'S IN 
THAT. 


aes acd 


HAHA MR. RILEY.! 
L6EE YOU'VE 
DISCOVERED MY 
COLLECTION! MAY. 
HOBBY |S ANTHRO- 


POLOGY... HOMO 6 
SAPIENS IN ma 
PARTICULAR / 

—7 


FTER THAT A SENSE OF FOREBODING 
WERTOOK RILEY... 


HiS JOINT |S GETTING ON 
'Y NERVES... WISH T COULD 
GET STARTED TO SOUTH 


THE DOUGH'S ALLHERE-- [1 WANT TO HIT THE 


THIRTY GRAND/ I COULD ROAD, DUCHESS... WHEN 
DO IT GET STARTED? 


HAVE A WHALE OF A 
TIME Wiad “THIS IN 
lo! 


7 BE PATIENT! 
3UST A FEW 
DAYS MORE! 


the SUMPTIOUS MEALS SLACKENED OFF AND RILEY NOBODY AROUND. 
WAS HUNGRY! ONE AFTERNOON, HE HEADED FOR THERE'S WHERE THEY 
THE KITCHEN... eal KEEP THE MEAT..- 

‘f MAYBE I CAN FRY 
I COULD STAND es a Oe 2 


A BITE BEFORE 
DINNER : 


BUT WHEN HE OPENED THE TOP OF 
THE DEEP-FREEZE BOX... ae 


IT'S NOT POSSIBLE |! 
ot ee a 

AUMAN vies ‘ 

I FEEL SICK! y» 


AN' I SUPPOSE THAT'S 

THE REASON THEY'VE FoR 

BEEN FATTENING ME “¥ MEAL ee TWO... BUT 
UP LIKE A GOOSE/ WRONG ! 

Ait HAVE 

RILEY FOR DINNER / 


i a ai ie 

( I RISKED TOO MUCH TO 
GET THIS FAR... MY GANG 
WAS WIPED OUT IN THAT 
HEIST AND I WIND UP WITH 
THE THIRTY GRAND IN A DEN 
OF CANNIBALS! 


i aca. 


GOT TO GET OUT OF HERE! 7 
BEFORE THOSE FLESH- 
EATERS MISS ME... 
3O_GRAND.. WITH THAT J 
IL COULD LIVE THE LIFE ~ USE YOUR ROPE 
OF RILEY! BEFORE HE'S 
SWALLOWED UP 
BY THE SWAMP,’ 


NEATLY ROPED, THE PANICKED {han ANDO (zz 


SURELY YOU DION'T 
BRAGGED HIM BACK TO FIRM LAI 


EAT--EAT ?/ 
ERE! 


THINK WE'D LET Tar UH=- LEMME OUT 
UGLY "OB, oi yOu, EAT OF Her 3 


you u 
Good HUNTIN' | 


LEMME Go, DUCHESS! WHY, MR. RILEY... LAST THING 
LEMME GO! I'LL GIVE QON'T BE NAIVE! ns RILEY SAW WAS 
YOU ALL THE DOUG! ALREAOY. HAVE ALL BOMBO'S AVID 
THIRTY GRANI YOUR MONEY SAFELY FACE, H/S LIPS 
TUCKED AWAY ! ) DROOLING AND 
4 IN HIS UPRAISEO 
HAND, THE HEAVY, 
GLEAMING, 
RAZOR- SHARP 
CLEAVER... 


Duar \W as t ALways 
EVENING THE SAID, T LIKE A MAN 


DELIGHTFUL fl WITH_A BIT OF FAT 
LITTLE GROUP ON HIM! 


SAT DOWN 
GRATEFULLY 
TO THEIR 


f| DON! 
mliit 7 
EXCELLENT ONE DION'T WARN YOU, 
APPETITES... 4 


FANGS TERROR 


R4ya7 STRANGE ANO SINISTER MISSION BROUGHT 
THE SINISTER STRANGER TO TOWN ? WHO WAS HE, 
WHENCE DID HE COME, WHAT O10 HE WANT ? HE 
AEPT 70 HIMSELE, ALWAYS WATCHFUL, ALWAYS 
WAITING! TALL, GRIM, AUSTERE, HE WAS A MAN 
WHO WAS DELICATED 70 DEATH! HE FREQUENTED 
THE SORDIC PARTS OF THE CITY, THE STINKING. 

GARBAGE STREWN STREETS WHERE THE RATS, 
HUMAN AND OTHERWISE, PROWLED IN A 
DEADLY SEARCH FOR PREY! THEN ONE BLEAK 
MGHT, THE STRANGER FOUND WHAT HE 
SOLCHT AND AT LAST, HE KEPT HIS: 
GRIM APPOINTMENT! 


SSYODENLY, ONE STORMY NIGHT, HE. 
WAS THEREIEVES GLITTERING COLDLY 
WE SURVEYED THE SHABBY, RUN DOWN 

NEIGHBORHOOD... 


SO THE GRIM VIG/L BEGINS! THERE 15 
SOMETHING CRUEL, ALMOST FELINE 
ABOLT THE STRANGERS EYES... 


THAT'S NOT HIM, BUT | KNOW 
HE'S IN THERE, AND SOONER 

OR LATER HE’LL HAVE TO 
SHOW HIS FACE / ' 


YES, THIS MUST 
BE THE HOUSE / 
IT IS JUST THE 
SORT OF HOUSE j 
AND NEIGHBOR- JIM) 
HOOD THAT HE y 
WOULP CHOOSE! ‘A 
DIRTY, FOUL, 
LIKE 4E 1S / one 
BUT Now IF I'M Siete 
CAREFUL, AND . 
LUCKY, I'LL GET b= 
HIM/ TLL TAKE 
A ROOM NEXT 
DOOR AND 


WATCH HIM. 
NIGHT AND 
DAY! 


AND THEN ONE DAY, THE STRANG~ | STEALTHILY, LIME A GREAT 
LA SEES HIS QUARRY LEAVE THE | CAT, 7HE STRANGER FOL- 
WOUSE NEXT DOOR! HIMSELF LOWS THE LITTLE MIAN. 
LNVSEEN, HE WATCHES FROM A 
DARKENED WINDOW ASA 
SAAALL, RODENT ~L16E MIAN 
SCURRIES FURTIVELY AWAYS 
oe 

‘AT LAST! THE WAITING HA 
BEEN WORTH WHILE, ..NO 


CAN BEGIN TO FAoy 


MYSELF/ 


DOESN'T DREAM THAT HE'S 
BEING FOLLOWED / iT WILL 

ye, MAKE IT EASIER 

IN THE END/ 


pp 


Tin, THE FOOL 1S CONFIDENT! 


|LV70 AN EVEN POORER 


Ll SEEMS TO BE HEADED FOR 


SECTION OF THE CITY THE 
STRANGER FOLLOWS !B0TH 
MEW ARE NOW SOAKED BY 
THE WIND LASHED RAIN! 


THE WATERFRONT... HIS KIND 

ALWAYS SEEK OUT THE 
WATERFRONTS OF 

THE WORLD! y 


THE LUT 7LE MAN 

| ROUNOS A CORNER 
ANP STOPS, HAS 

NOSTRILS OU1V- 

4LRING SHE ACTUAL- 

LY SEE/MS 7O 
SMELL THE 

PANGER/SORA 

RMIOMENT HE 

| SIFFS THE AIR... 


Beer Aa 


CORNER W/E FIPS AN EMPTY STREET. 


AN! WHEN THE STRANGER TURNS THE aa 


FOOLED ME/ HE'S CLEVERER THAN | GAVE HIM 
CREDIT FOR! | WONDER |F HE COULD HAVE r( 
SMELLEO ME! ae 


tee 


®\ 4 


LATER, THE STRANGER PACES H/S ROOM | 
WW BEEP THOUGHT. 


THAT'S ALWAYS A MISTAKE /1 DON'T 


SVE BEEN UNDERESTIMATING HIM, me) /a/ 
oy 
THINK HE KNEW | WAS 


e FOLLOWING HIM/ 
\\ lease mk 
\ 5 \# 


e 


a 


‘om 3 
1 
# 


ASFEW NIGHTS LATER, ANP = * , ——Z Se HE WERE 
ONCE MORE THE CHASE — 7 Suelo HE 
BEGINS... of 4 ¢> WOULD HAV! 
———— “1 WY TRIED TO LOSE 
7 ME BEFORE 
NOW/ MAYBE 
THIS 1S THE 


SO HE LEADS ME TO THIS OLD WARE- WE'RE DOWN UNDER THE DOCKS 
HOUSE, BY THE WATER, AND NOW HE'S NOW, AND THERE HE IS/ MOVES 


GOING DOWN THROUGH THAT , 4 | QUIETLY TOO’ HA HA’ ALMOST 
TRAP-DOOR! ~~~“ | LAS QUIETLY AS ME/ 


HE WENT IN 
THAT DOOR JUST AHEAD. 
t'LL_SEE WHAT HE'S UP TO AT 
LAST/1'D LIKE TO KILL HIM 
NOW, BUT FIRST I'VE GOT TO 
KNOW WHAT HIS PLANS ARE/ 


- aU SEITE = aor: <= 
‘HUNDREDS OF RATS/WELL, THAT | Once asoee we cirree | TV A FLASH THE ROOM 
FIGURES’ BUT AT LEAST | AW/OW 71 WAS | AtAV SEEAAS 70 SCENT “3S ENMPT*... 
RIGHT ABOUT HIM! DANGERS HE SWIFES THE |—— = — 
AIR CALTIOUSLY, THEN THAT TIME HE WAS DEFINITE~ 
COMES THE FRIGHTENED | \Y ALARMED, ---AND HOW 
SCAMPER OF RODENT DID HE GET OUT? 


WE STRANGER GOES 
GAEK 70 AIS HIPEOWT.. 


“f YES, HE MAY HAVE 15° 
BEGUN To SUSPECT 
BY NOW! BUT TRE 
BEAUTY OF IT 1S 
THAT HE CAN'T BE SURE! \i 
AS THE HUNTER I'VE BEEN 
ABLE TO TAKE THE INITIATIV 
AND DISGUISE MYSELF IN A 
WAY HE CAN'T PENETRATE! 


i) 


Lie 


) & 


AT LAST WEY NIEET FACE 
70 FACE... 


YOU'VE BEEN FOL- 

LOWING ME, BuT 
TONIGHT | FOLLOWED 

Od AND SLIPPED UP / FOLLOW- 
HERE BEFORE YOU 


ASS HE ENTERS HIS ROOK, HE 
SENSES IWSTANTLY THAT HE 
4S NOT ALONE... 


SOMEONE IN HERE/ IN THE 
ACLOSET. OBVIOUSLY’ 


ALL RIGHT! YOU 

CAN COME OUT 

OF THE CLOSET, 
Now? 


WHAT MAKES, 


BECAUSE | SMELLED YOU, THAT’S 
WHY! MY SENSE OF SAZEZZ IS 
VERY ACUTE / ONLY THERE’S 
SOMETHING PECULIAR ABOUT 
YOUR SMELL / 
PECULIAR 


ABOUT MY SMELL 
MAYBE I'VE PLAN- 
NED IT THAT 


MAYBE, BUT YOU'RE |N TROUBLE 
BUDDY! IF YOU KNEW WHO! 

REALLY AM, YOUD DIE. 

OF FRIGHT’ 


you'RE VERY SURE 
OF YOURSELF’ 


V cor A RIGHT TO BE/ ME AND MY KIND ARE 
GONNA RULE THE WORLD/ THERE'S MILLIONS 
OF US NOW, AND MORE EVERY DAy/ S0, TAKE 


ATIP, STRANGER, AND GET OUT 

WHILE YOU CAN I'LL LET YOu 

GO THIS TIME, BUT DON'T 

LET ME_EVER SEE YOU 
AGAIN! 


V7 

[You'Re WRONG! You AND YOUR HUH! you FOOL / SOMETHING YEAH? WELL Now} 
KIND WILLWEVER RULE THE AWFUL STRANGE ABOUT You! ALREADY YOU CAN BE SURE/ 
WORLD WHILE BUT YoU HAD YOUR CHANCE / v I THE 


724 ALVES NOW I'LL SHOW YOU WHO 
1AM! AND eg GONNA CHAM 


AND 1AM THE AWG OF THE 

CATS! / O/SGLUISED MY 

SMEZL/ BUT YOU COULDN/T 
HIDE YOURS/ 


Ry a 
<= 


AFTER ALL THESE MONTHS | HAVE Ane THE MYSTERIOUS STRANGER 
FOUND AND KILLED HiM/ MY JOB IS VANMISHES (N70 THE MIGHT... 


DONE FOR NOW! BUT THERE ARE 
| MUST GO TO LONDON 


OTHER = 
AT ONCE./ THERE |S BUSI- 
NESS TO ATTEND TO/ 


THE WORLD! 

THERE WILL 
ALWAY6 BE 
A NEW ONE! 


ELORITCH MANOR WAS RICH IN TRADITION! FOR HUNDREDS OF YEARS, THE ELDRITCHES 

HAD LIVED THERE...AT FIRST LIKE PETTY RULERS, AND THEN, AS THEIR FORTUNES 

DECLINED, MERELY AS RICH ECCENTRICS WHO KEPT APART FROM THE BUSTLING 
ERE_RUMORS 


ITS BEEN WELL PRESERVED’ YOUR 
COUSIN AMBROSE, WHO LEFT IT TO 
YOU AT HIS DEATH, WAS VERY CARE- 
FUL ABOUT THAT! YOU'LL FIND IT A 
SPACIOUS HOME, ALTHOUGH A 
LITTLE LONELY AT FIRST Ze 


I WON'T 
MIND THAT! |'m NOT 
MARRIED, YOU KNOW AND. 
IM USED TO LIVING 
ALONE’ 


ELLISON ELDRITCH 
WAS SUMMONED TO 
THE OFFICE OF THE 
FAMILY LAWYER 
THERE, AFTER THE 
PRELIMINARIES 
|WERE DISPENSED 
WITH, HE RECEIVED 
THE PEED TOUS, 
ANCESTRAL MANOR! 


7 BELONGS TO YOU, 
ELLISON! IT HAS A’, - 
NOBLE TRADITION I-I HAVEN'T 
I KNOW YOU'LL TRY, SEEN THE PLACE 
TO UPHOLD iT! SINCE I WAS A 

< SMALL CHILD! 


A Few Days Later. |/iT'S LIKE COMING... HOME IN THE GREAT ECHOING ENTRANCE 
ELLISON ARRIVED AGAIN! I NEVER SHOULD HALL, ELLISON STOOP MOTIONLESS, 
/AT THE OLD FAMILY HAVE GONE AWAY,/ AS A THOUSAND MEMORIES OF HIS 


MANSION / 


T REMEMBER WA 
ITALL NOW! 


AND DEAR 
COUSIN AMBROSE! 
SUCH A FUSSY 
OLD MAN! A 
NATURAL HERMIT 
TYPE! WHEN HE 
BECAME MASTER 
HERE, HE SHUT 
HIMSELF UP IN 
THIS HOUSE 
AND NEVER 
STIRRED Our- 
SIDE OF IT/ 


BUT THEY'RE ALL ELDRITCHES.. 
AND I'M PROUD OF THEM! 
NOT MANY PEOPLE CAN BOAST 
OF _A FAMILY TRADITION THAT 
DATES BACK NEARLY FOUR 
HUNDRED YEARS! 


HEARD STORIES 
ABOUT HIM! HE 
WAS _CERTAINLY 
AUTTLE y 
ECCENTRIC. 


AFTER GOING THROUGH THE OLD HOUSE, REDOLENT EACH ONE HAS A SEPARATE CHAMBER 
TZ THINK OF IT/ 


WITH SO MANY MEMORIES, ELLISON PAID A VISIT TO WITH HIS COFFIN IN 

THE FAMILY MAUSOLEUM, A GIANT STRUCTURE OF GENERATION AFTER GENERATION 
LIMESTONE AND MARBLE ON THE LAWN OF THE LIES BURIED HERE! 

MANOR HOUSE / HEH! HEH! \F HE ONLY KNEW.! 


GRANDFATHER MARTIN. HIS 
SKELETON IS ALREADY 
STARTING TO MOLDER 
INTO Dust’ 


GENTLY WITH A FEELING OF AWE AND 1 
REVERENCE, ELLISON CLOSEP THE ) 
MARBLE LIS OF THE COFFIN! 


THE COFFIN'S NEVE: BEEN 


°S, THAT ELLISON IS 
RSONALITY 7 WELL, 


SOMEDHY, I'LL BE BURIED W/)) 

HERE, TOO/IM GLAD TO yy 

KNOW THAT! |'LL BECOME Yj Y 

PART OF THE ELDRITCH —~ y 

TRADITION... AND NO 

STRANGER WILL EVER ie 

DISTURB MY REST Yy 
AND PEACE / j > Yi 


AND THERE'S SOMETHING ABOUT THE OLO 
MANOR THAT AFFECTS MEMBERS OF 
THE FAMILY THAT WAY’ THEY AZL GET 

A LITTLE MORBID/ 


re =D FEL, i 
AS THE WEEKS PASSED ELLISON FELL | SOMEONE HAS BEEN sae 
INTO THE HABIT OF VISITING THE FAMILY | HERE! A : ) 
MAUSOLEUM/ HE LIKED THE FEELING 
OF BEING SURROUNDED BY THE 
DECEASED MEMBERS OF HIS OWN 
{ KITH AND KIN’ AND THEN, ONE 
MORNING, AS HE WENT THROUGH 
THE MAUSOLEUM HALLS. 


THE SAME DAY, ELLISON VISITED A STORE IN TOWN 
TO PLACE A STRANGE ORDER,’ 


I WANT A STEEL TRAP! 4 STEEL TRAP? 
BIG, ENOUGH TO CatcH J VES, Mk. ELDRITCH! 


HE'S A QUEER 

VY ONE, JUST LIKE 
THE REST OF 

HIS FAMILY.“ 


si aa y 4 


ELLISON ELORITCH BROUGHT THE HUGE] / (F THAT GHOUL COMES 
TRAP TO THE MAUSOLEUM AND HERE ASAIN Ne 


KILLS WIM! A FIEND 
LIKE THAT DOESN'T 
DESERVE TO LIVE! 


(ELLISON 
RETIRED 
FOR THE 


AMBROSE SEEMED TO BE BEGGING 
FOR MERCY! IT MUST HAVE BEEN 

A NIGHTMARE / BUT IT SEEMED SO 
REAL! I'LL HURRY OVER TO THE 
MAUSOLEUM RIGHT AWAY/ 


NIGHT 
THEN, AND 
SLEPT A 


W-WHO'S: 
THAT 7 I-L 
THOUGHT I 


WHEN ELLISON ENTERED THE | AMBROSE'S BODY/IT-ITS 


Wi 


MAUSOLEUM, HE RECEIVED AN BEEN DISTURBED! HOW 
UNWELCOME SURPRISE / THE CAN ANYONE DESECRATE 
STEEL TRAP HAD BEEN CAREFULLY THE DEAD? HOW _CAN 
MOVED TO ONE SIDE... OUT OF HUMAN BEINGS SINK 
THE WAY OF THE INTRUDER! S sO Low? 


Sere Sout 
HAS et A | 
HERE... AGAIN, 
Z P= ie 
WW, 


HE'S A LOT MORE 
WORRIED ABOUT 
HIM/ DOESN'T THE DEAD FOLKS 


CARE WHETHER IN THERE, THAN 
| German ae ae 
RA\LY JUST MAKE CERTAIN YOU DON'T) | LEAST HAVE 
LEAVE! NOT FOR AN INSTANT / OFFERED USA 
= OR I'LL REPORT YOU TO p 
J—\ YOUR SUPERIORS! FY 


WHILE THE INRORTUNATE FATROLMEN SHIVERED IN 
THE , ELLISON ELDRITCH RELAXED BESIDE A 
piven "FIRE WITH HIS FAVORITE READING 
MATT! 


THE ELDRITCH FAMILY. 

HISTORY’ EVERY MEMBER: 

OF MY FAMILY HAS ADDED 

SOMETHING TO IT DURING 
HIS LIFETIME’ 


CAN IT BE THE SAME ONE? BUT ITS SO 

FANTASTIC TOO BAD GRANDFATHER'S 
RECORD STOPPED WHERE IT DID! HE 
MENTIONED HE WAS BEGINNING TO 

SUSPECT THE AREAL IDENTITY 

OF THE GHOUL/ 


UNE Sn ie) 
BLINDIN GLARE OF A FLASNLIGHT BEAM IN 
THE DARKNESS ’ 


Y YOU'RE YN THE MAUSOLEUM, 
MR. ELORITCH/ WE SAW YOU 


COME INA LITTLE WHILE 


W-WHERE 
AM x? 


yAT 
IS THI 


AGO, ANP FOLLOWEP YOu! 


/Z GUESS We've caueut Ve wEGH! WHAT A 


COWN THROUGH THE CENTU IRIES THE 
FAMILY RECORD CONTINUED,’ ELLISON READ 
ON IN. A STRANGE FASCINATION, UNTIL HE 
rerteat ee AN ENTS. BY GRANCFATHER 


= aoe HEAVENS,’ GRANDFATHER 
MENTIONS A GHOWL WHO RAIDED THE 
FAMILY MAUSOLEUM IN AS DAY. 


HAD BEEN TORN OUT OF THE BOOK, LEAVING 
ONLY A JAGGED FRAGMENT/IF ONLY He HAD 
BEEN ABLE TO READ THE REST OF IT, 
THOUGHT, AS HE DOZED_OFF BESIDE Tie 
FIRE! ONCE Roa A TROUBLEP SLEEP 
CAME TO H 


F PART OF GRANDFATHER MARTIN'S RECORD 


THE GHOUL WE'VE BE! 
LOOKING FOR! NAPS 
THE HANDCUFFS ON HiM/ 


> HE TURNED 


NOW “ELLISON KNEW WHAT GRANDFATHER, 


MARTIN SUSPECTED ABOUT THE GHOUL'S 
IDENTITY. YOU SEE, GRANDFATHER WAS A 


THEY NEVER SEALED 
COFFINS ! THEY WANTED THE NEXT ELCRITCH y 
GHOWL TO HAVE SOMETHING TO EAT? HEH.’ HEH. 


—- 

| Aborew GRANGER WAS ONE WEEK DEAD... 

| BUT NOTHING COULD KEEP H/iM Bing IN HIS 

* GRAVE... NOTHING EXCEPT A_8OO) THAT 

\ CONTAINED The FEARFUL SEC RET O 
(AISING THE DEAD / 


Sat alien as we =f = pecs NN 
, [Gate one AUTUMN DAY, CHARLES y THEY, Se Ie hav ALE: 


Cee E Seiew. 
| EaTATE. REG OME OF CARL GRANGER! vs yeRy 
y | Aagure He | 


PLACE 
LOOKED ° 
BEAD! | ; 


0 ke 


IT EVEN SMELLS Wy ij YOU MUST BE MY RATHER | 


BAO! IT OUGHT 1, NEW. SECRETARY. NEGLECTED 
TO TURN AROUND I'D SAY! 
AND GO BACK! | 


, 
CLA lA 
SOON FOUND 
SOMETHING 
HERE THAT 
REVOLTED 
HIM! 
SOMETHING 
ABNORMALLY 
EVIL... 


AND WAS 
AOMITTED ! 


WHAT_DOES IT. ae TELL ME, 1-4 

THE THINGS OF TH MR. VENABLE, YOU'LL’ SEE’ YOU MUST 

MATERIAL WORLD Bo J ARE YOU AFRAID x BE PREPARED FoR" MANY 

NOT COUNT! LET IT OF DEATH? OF STRANGE THINGS! THIS 

gett THIS: WAY, THE DYING 70F. < WAY , PUEAGE. -TO MY 
PL THE DEAD? TO DO AS STUDY! 1 


WA 


CORPSES/ I use I MUST HAVE CERTAIN aeaces 
DEAD MEN IN MY TRANSLATED TO COMPLETE M' 
STUDIES ! HERE.,, PLEASE 
TRANSLATE 


Y-YOUR STUDY? 
W-WHAT ARE 
THOSE 7 


WHY ,T- THIS 
BOOK... IT.- 

IT'S ABOUT 
BRINGING THE 
BEAD BACK 
TO LIFE! 


RETURN! THAT WHEN IT, YOU HEAR YOU NEED 
THEY ARE ABROAD IT’S SOME- MAGIC 
IN THE LAND_THEY MUST ) WHERE IN >. FORMULA FOR. 


“SOME SAY THE DEAD CANNOT) ( LMUST HAVE, )/ WHY DO a) 


RETURNING THE 


CANNOT BE SENT. LTHIS BOOK! 
BACK TO THEIR GRAVES!) THA . DEAD TO THEIR 
THIS 1S FALSE! WE GRAVES? 
KNOW A MAGIC 
SAYING THAT CAN 
MAKE THE DEAD 

LIE STILL! 


I HEAR IT EVERY 
NIGHT! I'M AFRAID 
TO LOOK! 


THERE! YOU HEAR 

IT? THAT SLITHERING 
SOUND ALONG THE 
HALLWAY 7 


WoL NOT YET! yy BUT war» / TI DON'T KNOW! py THAT'S WHY You 
Nor UNTIL DO BUT (F YoU FIND MUST FIND THAT 
HAVE THAT expect To }\, THE FORMULA. PASSAGE ! ONLY 

MAGIC AND our/  THENT CAN OPEN JM THAT MAGIC 

FORMULA! THERE? FORMULA CAN SAVE 
? T'CAN DARE FACE = NOW! Say YOU 


WHATEVER IT IS/ wee FIND IT, 


THE PRINT IS 
90 FINE! THE 
LANGUAGE Is 
SO DIFFICULT! 


WHAT DIFFERENCE WHY DON'T WE 

DOES IT MAKE? MY 

DEES AT STAKE! 
L...THE SOUND! 


VENA, Ble 
K IT'S BACK AGAIN! 


Sa PHRASE SoMnE- 
Ee WHEE I IN THE 


TO READ. 
DA’ YANe GH Te 1 
NOTING Bur BUT \s 


Ek 
REALE z 
LET A dy 
REST. 


/ 
Ronee 


GO AWAY! GO 
AWAY, I TELL 


Now te 


THE POUNDING IS 
FOUN 


You! LEAVE. LOU@ER! STRONGER! 
ME ALONES VEN eres PLEASE 


g 7 
AROUND? wh O'ME: 


i 


BUT THERE WAS / “Wie ARE, Ye? GET AWAY FROM 
NOTHING TO DO HERE! Go...OR 
Exeber UAT A FOR TILL KILL Your 
THE Fou POUNDING TO 


YET, THE 
NEXT NIGHT THe 
POUNDING GREW 
BOLDER AND WOKE 
VENABLE... HE 
Sere 
mM 
THE KNEE 
AND RACED 
INTO THE 


HAS IT. GONE,) yes ! BUT (QUILL. TALK, 

VENABLE? / YoU KNOW. | GRANGER O 
<4 WHAT IT IS WALK our: 

AND YOU'RE is THIS HOUSE 

GOING TO |GHT NOW! 


AND BOLDER? 


TELL ME! 


§ “THE 1OEA THAT ANOREW WAS 
SMARTER THAN I WAS DESTROY- 
ING ME! SO ONE NIGHT I TOOK 
UP A KNIFE... 


——— 
WEREW! WE | 


"My BROTHER... 


‘I STABBED HM UNTIL I WAS ARM 

WEARY! THEN I BURIED HiM_IN \ EACH NIGHT HE RETURNS-- COUNT ME 

THE CARON. Wo ONE KNOWS FROM HIS GRAVE! THAT'S OUT! I WON'T 

WHERE ANOREW (5 ...OR WHAT WHY _YOU'VE GOT TO FIND HELP A 
THAT FORMULA ! WE MUST MURDERER! 


HAPPENED a SHIM EXCEPT ME!” 
\ \ r a 


KEEP ANDREW IN HIS: 
GRAVE! 


L / THE DOOR IS LOCKED, 
iT!) | HE CAN'T GET IN’ : 


AS VENABLE LEFT THE STUDY, IT WOULDN'T ) CA 
HE FROZE IN HIS TRACKS / }/ 


THE CORPSE, GRANGER! 
Lock YOUR DOOR! 


—— —— — : . 

S YOU MURDERING WRETCHI Fay 

5 YouULOST YOUR HEAD = / No! STAY 
~Yy WAY! 


LAST WEEK! Now {A 
YOU'LL LOSE IT > VENABLE, 
PERMANENTLY! Gane ME! 


/ TS. T0O 

LATE_Now! 
TLL GET THE 

POLICE! 


NOTHING. WILL. HELP! ONE CORPSE |} OO i 
YOU'RE DOOMED, ’ 16 A WEEK /}} CORONER, \/THE ANSWER 
CARL, DOOMEbS OLDER THAN WHAT'S THE | IS A MAGIC 


THE OTHER! ANSWER?_/{ FORMULA! IT'S 
BUT HOW COME —1 IN THIS BOOK 
ITS GOT AN 7 IF YOU CAN 


CAME ARM AROUND FIND IT! 
THEY FOUND | THE FRESH 
ONE BODY STIFF? 5 
DECAPITATED! 

THE OTHER 
LAY NEARBY 

WITH A 
SURGICAL 

SAW IN 
ITS CLAMMY 

HAND... 


CAN ANYONE TELL WHAT 


AWAITS MIAN INTHE FAS 


ANA FUTURAMIE CITY, A GREAT EVENTS 
ABOUT 7O TAKE PLACE! 


AND SO WE TAKE OFF 
FOR THE UNKNOWN 
PLANET ON WHICH WE 
HAVE REASON TO BELIEVE 
LIFE, EXISTS’ WISH 
us LUCK?’ 


WE'LL SOON SEE IF OUR 
CALCULATIONS ARE COR- 
RECT, MYRNA 


HERE'S 
HOPING, 
CLAUDE! 


STRANGE \ 
—~_[ IT'S HARD TO BELIEVE } 
THE AIR WE COULD HAVE 
IS BREATHABLE, \ BEEN SO WRONG 
BUT THERE'S NOT ABOUT IT’ 
A SIGN OF LIFE 
\ ANYWHERE! 


oe 
3 THERE / 
THEY ARE/ 
LOOK OuT ] STAND BY FO 
THERE / A LANDING / 
ALERT THE 
OTHERS! 


- 7 
RIGHT, CLAUDE 
JOC TAKE Ore- WE'LL. START NOW! 
MeNNARY EXPLORAT 
lon AC 


DWE OLARTET TE 
SEARCHES FRU/7- 
LESSEY ON THE 
SLRFACE OF THE 
BARREN PLAVET! 
THEN SUDPDEWLY... 


DWE GRUESOME EN- ¥ 
COLNTER (5 SHORFLIVED 
ANP THE (IN TRUPERS | 
VANQUISHEO HORRIBLY. 


{ff 


1g 
ij 
() 


TUNNEL /I WONDER 
IF JOCK... 


Dew ENTERING THE QO yA SS RYDE AD/SLAUGHTER> 
ERM» FE PARTY <i ED/ BUT HOW! BY 
SANS Ye HeLa! y WHAT ? 


Aah » 
DWE GHASTLY ANSWER 
4S SOOW FORTH CONUNG/ 


«i 


has 


y Yeap 
ee te [td Hy 
RUN’ AIEEE/ 
IT'S OUR 
ONLY A BLANK | 
CHANCE / ’ 
4, oD * 4 


FA) 


TRAPPED/ 
THIS LOOKS 
y 


IKE 
GOODBYE! 


ZWE SAVAGE CREATURES |p 

APVACK WOM LN BRIOCL ED V 

FURY! BLT AS THEY DO, A 

SECONE BAND OF EYE~ fa), OK’ MORE OF 


LESS OWES INTERCEPTS \ THEM/ THEY SEEM 
TO BE ON 


OUR SIDE! 


A BRIEF BUT WORRIBLE 
BATTLE FOLLOWS... ANP [i 
SOW FWE FIRST BAN j 
OF MONSTERS (5 C/T / 
70 RIBBONS... ' 


«. 


THE LEADER OF 

7WE SECONP BAND 

AFPEMPTS FO COM? - 

MEINICATE WITH THE 

WEMANS / E'D 
BESIDES THEY DON 


T THINK HE SEEM HOSTILE 
WANTS US TOUS! 
TO FOLLOW T WONDER 
HIM? YS hte THe el 
i as RE /7 WITHOUT EYES,HOW DO 
TAKING ZT THEY KNOW WHERE 
P THEY‘RE GOING ? 


WELL./LOOKS NGA ; 

Bf TO MELIKEA IT'S EVIDENT 

g COURTROOM OR THAT THEY HAVE 

p>) SOMETHING / Z THEIR OWN 

PRIMITIVE 
CIVILIZATION! ‘ ‘4 URES WHO WERE 
; ONCE CAPABLE 
OF SPEECH? 


I THINK IT CAN READ HIS SIGNS! DWE MONSTERS PROVICE TWE/PR 


HE‘S TELLING US THAT THIS IS UWNWELCOME GUESTS: WITH SAFE 
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE EYE- CONDYCT BACK TO FHER SHIP. 
LESS PEOPLE /AND THAT THOSE 

WHO ATTACKED US WERE OUT FRANKLY, I'LL BE 
LAWS. NOW_HE WANTS US TO GLAD TO LEAVE 


LEAV! Ee NET/ THIS PLANET 
E THE PLANE MYSELF’ 


we 
STILL, CLAUDE, I'VE Poy llisk 
SEEN ENOUGH TO CON- TCMING o 
VINCE ME THATAT one ) GOzHiowy 
TIME A MORE COMPLEX J 30F ZS, M2 
CIVILIZATION DID Owsnyoork 
EXIST ON THIS ronod 
PLANET! woue<Z Ee 
FUuZO9LH0 
arse gy 
Hod 


wa 
VAST CENTURIES OLD, 2OG yy. 
I'M CERTAIN! WAIT UNTIL Fgzoz 
a WE TELL THEM OF EM yl 
A. THIS BACK HOME $i555 
ON MARS/ 82%—5 
au 4<Z 
«5 
2 


Re 


(SO TWE EYELESS ONES ARE THE ONLY 
REMAINS OF OUR? CIVILIZATION AS WE 
kowow 17 ropa tis TuAr rae DesTiiy i \N 
STORE FOR THE EARTH P FORTUNATELY 
OUR GENERATION Wid NEVER KMOW / 
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THE CUSTOMER IS ALWAYS RIGHT... ANY CLERK WILL TELL YOU THAT, BUT YOU MUST REMEMBER. 


ay TAKE IT FROM THIS VAMPIRE... 
GN RHEE OA Ie 
LE CALCUL. 
“16 KEEP YOU IN SUSPENSE | ATED 


WELL? WHAT, ARE YOU WAITING 

FOR? GO ON! NOT BACKING OUT 

NOW ARE YOu? YOU CAME A LONG 
IN! 


WAY, NOW... GO ON 


“ 
ENTER, MONSIEUR! you TRUE, BUT I KNOW MANY 
HAVE BEEN LOOKING HOW DID NOW HOW CAN 
FOR ME, EH ? YOU KNOW 7 


SERVE You? 


y 


CAN I CERTAINLY! DIABLO L WANT YOU To 
CAN TY CERTH NOT. cD) MURDER MY 


& 


HERE? ASOUS SECRET! 


\ a! — 
i 


CALL IT WHAT YOU 
WILL... BUT IT ’ 
MUST BE SOON! 


\ BUT IT HAS To BE! 
SHE PLANS TO RUN AWAY 


WITH A YOUNGER MAN 


NEXT FRIDAY! | 


BUT WHAT IS YOUR 
HURRY? SERVICES 
LIKE THIS CANNOT 
BE RUSHED / 


MURDER 1S SUCH A 
HORRIBLE WORD, 
MONSIER.,. LET'S 

SAY...00 AWAY 


TELL ME ABOUT HER! 
THERE MUST BE NO 
MISTAKES AS TO 
HER IDENTITY! IN 
MY BUSINESS, ONE 


MISTAKE / 


WELL, SHE" 'S TALL, BLONDE, 

STRIKING TO LooK AT AND 

SHE HAS A TINY SCAR ON 
HER LEFT CHEEK ! 


ANY HABIT? ANYTHING YYES--COME TO THINK 
AT ALL! SOMETHING _/ OF IT, SHE HAS A GREAT 


THAT MIGHT HELP. 
ME PERFORM THIS, 
ER... SERVICE / 


FONONESS FOR LICORICE. 
ASA MATTER OF FACT, 
WE BOTH DO...BUT THAT 


NO NAMES, 
MONSIEUR! ONE 
CANNOT BE TOO 
CAREFUL IN MY. 

OCCUPATION / 


HMM...THAT'S ABOUT 
ALL, I GUESS...OH, 
YES. 


LICORICE, EH? THEN IT SHOULD 
BE SIMPLE TO ARRANGE! A 
LITTLE PRICK OF THE NEEDLE 
ON A FEW PIECES AND, 
THEN... IT'S ALL OVER / 


DONT DESCRIBE IT! 

I DON'T WANT TO 

KNOW ANYTHING 
ABOUT IT! 


SORRY, MONSIER ,T DID 
KNOW YOU WERE SO 


NOT 
SQUEAMISH! BUT 
NOW TO THE BUSINESS 
a HANDS y— 


ae 


YES UR, FEE. f Ewe 
DOUBLE 
ei. DO A RUSH Jo JOB 


yr! FOR ME 


TI WOULD LIKE TO HELP you, 
SIR, BUT YOU KNOW THE 
CUSTOMER IS ALWAYS 
RIGHT--- AND I HAVE 
ANOTHER SERVICE TO 
EEREO RM. G BEFORE 


WHAT LUCK! BUT You 
WILL DO IT BEFORE 
FRIDAY, WON'T YOU? 


CERTAINLY! IT SEEMS. LIKE 
A FAIRLY SIMPLE JOB / 
THERE SHOULDN'T BE 
ANY COMPLICATIONS / 


HAVE A NICE TRIP, SIR... 
AND OON'T WORRY 
ABOUT A THING-- 
I'LL TAKE CARE 

OF EVERYTHING 

BY FRIDAY! 


GOOD! WELL,THEN, 
HERE'S YOUR 
ONEY/ 


ALL RIGHT,THEN! BUT I 

WISH YOU COULO DO 

THIS SERVICE FIRST! 

OH,WELL, T GUESS YOU 

KNow YOUR BUSINESS 
BEST! 


seating YOU , SIR -.- THANK DON'T WORRY 
ABOUT ee” . 


ING 
ABROAD. VERY 
SHORTLY! 


EVER _FIND NEED OF 
MY SERVICES / 


EH, DIABLO? 
PREPARE FOR TI 


(% IMPATIENCE OF SOME PEOPLE. 
SSIGNMENT 


\F HE ONLY KNEW... BUT THE 
CUSTOMER |S ALWAYS RIGHT, 
ONLY-- Fifi 

SERVED ! HEH...HEH...HE! 


